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The American Educational Division 
of the Interchurch World 

Movement 

The fundamental purpose of the American Educational 
Division is to discover and develop the agencies which are 
now equipped or which have the field and constituency which 
indicate that they should be equipped for the training of 
Christian leaders both lay and professional. 

Elaborate schedules have been sent to colleges and uni- 
versities, theological seminaries and training schools and sec- 
ondary schools which are intended to discover the educational 
standards and equipment and the financial resources, actual 
and potential, of the various institutions, as well as to dis- 
cover the immediate service they are now rendering or may 
render under conditions which the Interchurch may help them 
to reach in the training of Christian leaders, lay and pro- 
fessional. 

The immediate task which confronts the American Edu- 
cational Division is to secure the desired information from the 
institution and agencies through these schedules and through 
other means. The division has secured the assistance of a 
large number of persons in the various regions, states and 
institutions, to have the immediate oversight of the survey 
within their respective fields and to be responsible for the 
return of the schedules properly filled out if possible by the 
middle of November. A list of the regional and state direc- 
tors is published in this issue of Christian Education. 

The practical question is asked over and over, what is to 
be done with all this data after it is secured, or in other words, 
what is the immediate objective of the Survey? 

Another very practical question is asked, namely, what 
are the conditions under which a given institution may be 
admitted to participation in the financial drive of the Inter- 
church World Movement. 

These questions may be answered at one and the same 
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time, as follows: At the end of each set of schedules the pos- 
sible needs of each institution are asked for in a series of 
carefully prepared questions. These possible needs are ana- 
lyzed with a view to determining just what the emergency 
needs of the institution are (or the needs for the next year), 
and secondly, what the needs will be to carry on the program 
of the institution for the next five years. Thus it will be seen 
that each institution is given the privilege of making its own 
analyzed askings. 

These askings of the individual institutions will be classi- 
fied by denominations and referred to the appropriate denom- 
inational agencies which will approve or modify them in the 
light of their judgment of what the needs of the denomination 
as a whole are likely to be for the periods indicated and 
within the fields covered. 

The next step in the investigation of the needs may be 
made by the Committee on Comity and Co-operation of the 
Council of Church Boards of Education, which is appointed to 
consider possible questions of overlapping of the fields, the 
constituencies, and the functions of the various agencies. In 
other words, while the institution makes its askings from its 
own viewpoint and the denominational agency from the view- 
point of its denomination, this Committee on Comity and Co- 
operation is empowered to make recommendations from the 
viewpoint of the Christian educational program as a whole. 
It is understood, of course, that this Committee on Comity 
and Co-operation has advisory functions but not authority. 

As the fourth step in the process, the askings are then to 
be laid on the table of the All-Board meeting of the Inter- 
church to be held at Atlantic City, January 8 to 10, along 
with those of the various other divisions for the final determi- 
nation of the detailed and total budget of the Interchurch 
World Movement. 

INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS. 

At the last meeting of the General Committee at Cleve- 
land a committee, on which were representatives of some of 
the leading independent agencies, submitted the following 
report which was adopted: 
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"It is of first importance that the Interchurch World 
Movement shall include all the evangelical churches as such. 

"As soon as the churches themselves deem it best, the 
evangelical interdenominational and undenominational agen- 
cies should be related to the movement in order that American 
Protestantism may present a united front. Meanwhile the 
various evangelical interdenominational and undenominational 
agencies should be invited to co-operate in such ways as do 
not involve organic relation to the Movement. So far as the 
leaders of these interdenominational and undenominational 
agencies have expressed themselves on the subject, they be- 
lieve in the wisdom of this policy. 

"The Committee, therefore, recommends that the general 
policy here indicated be followed by the Interchurch World 
Movement. ' ' 

The above resolution has to do more particularly, as is 
indicated, with agencies and not with institutions. In the 
light of the general principle enunciated, however, it becomes 
necessary to interpret the relation of an independent college 
or university to the Interchurch World Movement. Upon this 
subject two observations may be made. 

First, there are numerous independent educational insti- 
tutions in the country which, while they have no organic rela- 
tion to any church, are engaged in the most sympathetic and 
successful way in preparing leaders for the Christian message 
both at home and abroad. These agencies undoubtedly should 
be named in any list of institutions engaged in the task of 
producing Christian leaders, lay and professional, and it is 
assumed that such institutions will wish to participate in the 
Survey of the Interchurch and receive the benefit of the pub- 
licity which in some form or other will be an inevitable fea- 
ture following such a survey. 

Secondly, it is well known that most colleges of our coun- 
try recognize the influence and support of the church even 
though they have no organic relation to any church, and that 
in numerous instances independent institutions have affilia- 
tions with Christian denominations of so intimate a character 
that those denominations will wish to include at least certain 
phases of the work of such institutions in their financial 
budget. 



6 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

TAX SUPPORTED EDUCATION. 

The state universities, state colleges and public normal 
schools are supported by public funds. They have welcomed 
the Interchurch survey and promised help, not because they 
expect any financial benefit, but because they wish the facts 
to be generally known. 

The survey seeks to discover not only what these institu- 
tions are now doing but what is to be their probable devel- 
opment in the future and to make this information available 
when the attempt is made to adjust the relation of the col- 
leges and universities in any given area to prevent unnecessary 
duplication of equipment and effort. It also seeks to discover 
what direct and indirect religious forces are at work within 
these institutions for the development of Christian citizenship 
and leadership. 

However much the public school or university may do for 
the moral and spiritual culture of students, the fundamental 
responsibility for religious education rests with the churches. 
In none of the school and university centers are the local 
churches strong enough to adequately meet this responsibility. 
The survey seeks to discover : 

1. "What churches and other religious agencies are now 
co-operating with the institution by making provision for the 
religious needs and training of the students. 2. What other 
churches and religious agencies ought to join in this work. 
3. What further organization is required of the co-operating 
agencies to insure their greatest efficiency. 4. What addi- 
tional physical equipment, if any, is required for the several 
churches and agencies, and for their unified activities. 
5. What is needed for the permanent maintenance of these 
agencies. 

Each institution has appointed one member of the faculty 
as correspondent. The questionnaire is the result of collabora- 
tion of a number of men. The value of the returns will be 
largely due to the unselfish voluntary service of the corres- 
pondents in the institutions. 
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ACTION OP THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AT THE 
CLEVELAND CONFERENCE ON AMERICAN 

EDUCATION. 

At the Cleveland conference of September 24 to 26, the 
Sub-Committee on American Education made a report, parts 
of which follow and all of which was unanimously adopted 
by the General Committee. 

"1. The Committee desires to place emphasis upon the 
purpose of this Division, already frequently stated by its 
director, namely : to interest itself primarily in those agencies 
which are actually contributing, or should be equipped for 
contributing, to the development of Christian leaders, laymen, 
as well as ministers and missionaries; and to express its great 
hope that the efforts and influence of this Division may lead 
our Christian educational agencies and institutions to endeavor 
more faithfully to fulfill the trust reposed in them by their 
founders, and more zealously to safeguard in every way the 
moral life and the Christian faith of our young people in the 
various types of educational institutions. 

"2. The committee recommends that the General Com- 
mittee request the Council of Church Boards of Education to 
appoint a committee of five, to study the data that shall be 
assembled in the survey and tò act in an advisory capacity where 
questions of comity and co-operation shall be raised. This 
committee shall be authorized to call in experts as may be 
needed. Such advisory committee shall be authorized also to 
consider the question of comity and co-operation upon its own 
initiative. In all such cases the committee shall have the 
power of recommendation only, and such recommendations 
shall be made to the respective denominational Boards of Edu- 
cation through the Council of Church Boards." 

THE BOSTON CONFERENCE. 

On October 4th an important conference under the auspices 
of the American Educational Division was held at Boston, 
Mass., at which Dr. Kelly presided and Mr. E. A. E. Palm- 
quist, the New England Field Representative of the Inter- 
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church, acted as secretary. Drs. F. M. Sheldon and George 
Butler represented the Congregational Educational Society 
and Dr. Frank W. Padelford, the Board of Education of the 
Northern Baptist Convention. Others present were Professors 
Purinton of Bates, Hewitt of Wesleyan, Marshall of Connecti- 
cut Women's College, Kent of Yale, Smart of Vermont, Evans 
of Andover Seminary, Ropes of Harvard, Deans Boody of 
Radcliffe and McCollester of Crane Theological Seminary, and 
Dr. Clyde Broonell representing the School of Theology of the 
New Church. 

The interesting fact was brought out in the course of the 
conference that it is difficult in most of the New England 
colleges to secure for departments of Biblical Literature a 
worthy place. The curriculum in most institutions is so 
arranged that the first two years are given to required studies 
outside of this department and in the last two years the ma- 
jority of the students are required to give most of their time 
to major and minor subjects. Attention was called to the 
fact, however, that this is a transitional period in which cer- 
tain institutions are gradually discarding traditional methods 
and assuming the more modern attitude toward the Bible and 
its interpretation, as a specific means of developing Christian 
leaders. 

The conference expressed its hearty approval of the pur- 
pose and general plan of the Survey of the American Educa- 
tional Division as set forth and with its primary object, to 
train lay and professional leaders. Those present pledged 
themselves and their institutions to its hearty support. 

THE ATLANTA CONFERENCE. 

On October 10th a conference was held at Atlanta, Ga., 
under the auspices of the American Educational Division, 
having been called at the request of the Director by Dr. Henry 
H. Sweets of the Board of Education of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A most cordial reception was given to the 
Survey plans of the American Educational Division and a 
State Director was formally appointed from each of the 
Southern states. 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 9 

THE STAFF OP THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 
DIVISION. 

Dr. Robert L. Kelly, Director. 
Dr. Calvin H. French, Denominational and Independent col- 

leges and universities. 
Dr. Richard С. Hughes, Tax supported institutions. 
President Ozora S. Davis, Dr. 0. D. Foster, Theological Sem- 

inaries and Training Schools. 
 , Secondary Schools. 
B. Warren Brown, Co-ordination Branch. 
Albert B. Sheldon, Assistant to the Director. 
Mass Lura Beam, Assistant to the Director. 

STATE AND REGIONAL DIRECTORS. 
Appointments November 1, 1919. 

Alabama Dr. M. W. Swartz, Women's College, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 

Arkansas Dr. W. S. Lacy, Arkansas College, Batesville, 
Ark. 

California Dr. J. C. Pinkerton, 438 Van Nuys Bldg., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Colorado Dr. J. W. Bailey, Colorado Women's College, 
Denver, Colo. 

Delaware Central Office. 
District of Columbia - Central Office. 
Florida Dr. W. M. Kemper, Palmer College, DeFuniak 

Springs, Fla. 
Georgia Dr. C. E. Jenkins, Wesleyan College, Macon, 

Ga. 
Idaho President С W. Tenney, Gooding College, 

Gooding, Idaho. 
Illinois Dr. E. 0. Pritchard, 222 Downey St., . Indi- 

anapolis, Ind. 
Indiana Prof. Joseph C. Todd, Dean, Indiana School of 

Religion, Bloomington, Ind. 
Iowa Prof. В. В. Т. Spencer, Grinnell College, Grin- 

nell, Iowa. 
Kansas Dr. J. E. Bradford, 1344 East 63d St;, Chicago. 
Kentucky Dr. R. H. Crossfield, Transylvania College, 

Lexington, Ky. 
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Louisiana Dr. R. E. Bobbitt, Mansfield College, Mans- 
field, La. 

Maryland Central Office. 
Michigan Pres. H. M. Crooks, Alma College, Alma, Mich. 
Minnesota Pres. E. A. Bess, Macalester College, St. Paul, 

Minn. 
Mississippi Dr. W. H. Frazer, Belhaven College, Jackson, 

Miss. 
Missouri Dr. J. E. Bradford, 1344 East 63d St., Chi- 

cago, 111. 
Montana Central Office. 
Nebraska Dr. Wm. E. Schell, 302 Otterbein Press Bldg., 

Dayton, Ohio. 
New England Dr. Frank M. Sheldon, 14 Beacon St., Boston, 

Mass. 
New Jersey Central Office. 
New York Central Office. 
North Carolina Dr. William J. Martin, Davidson College, Da- 

vidson, N. C. 
North Dakota Pres. В. H. Kroeze, Jamestown College, James- 

town, N. D. 
Ohio Pres. W. G. Clippinger, Otterbein Univ., Wes- 

terville, 0. 
Oklahoma Dr. I. W. McCash, Phillips University, Enid, 

Okla. 
Oregon Pres. L. W. Riley, McMinnville, Oregon. 
Pennsylvania Prof. Llewellyn Phillips, Bucknell Univ., Lew- 

isburg, Pa. 
South Carolina Dr. D. M. Douglas, Presbyterian College of 

S. C, Clinton, S. С 
South Dakota 
Tennessee Dr. С E. Diehl, S. P. U., Clarksville, Tenn. 
Texas Dr. E. M. Waites, T. C. U., Fort Worth, Texas. 
Utah Central Office. 
Virginia Dr. R. E. Blackwell, Randolph-Maeon College, 

Ashland, Va. 
Washington Rev. John W. Matthews, Sixth and University, 

Seattle, Wash. 
West Virginia Rev. F. E. Brinistool, Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Wisconsin Prof. J. F. Crawford, Beloit College, Beloit, 

Wis. 
Wyoming Central Office. 
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THE RELIGIOUS IMPULSE IN HIGHER EDUCATION. 

In the May 4, 1918 Bulletin of the Council of Church 
Boards of Education the following statements were published 
by the Survey Department. No data have been secured since 
that time bearing upon this subject and the Survey Secretary 
of the Council considers these statements reliable. It should 
be said, of course, that he has not gone beyond the reports of 
the registrars of the reporting institutions. 

In the light of facts recently established religious forces 
and higher education in this country have a more intimate 
connection than is generally appreciated. In 54 state institu- 
tions of higher learning in 1917, 51981 students, or 87 per 
cent, out of a total of 59613 expressed denominational pref- 
erence. (2336, or 4 per cent, expressed no preference and the 
remainder failed to report). Eeturns from about half of 
these schools report church membership as distinct from pref- 
erence as follows: 

Membership 29,880 or 77.4 per cent. Preference 8,717. 
On this basis we can safely assume that at least 70 per 

cent, probably 75 per cent, of the students in state institutions 
are church members. 

For denominational and independent colleges the propor- 
tion of church members among students is even higher. Ex- 
cluding reports from all those that fail to distinguish mem- 
bership from preference and noting only reports from 26 
institutions which specified membership, we find that the 
average proportion of communicants is 8G.7 per cent of the 
students in attendance. (The proportion expressing church 
preference is above 96 per cent. 

These figures and others reported in the same bulletin 
(The American College Bulletin, May 4, 1918, published by 
the Council of Church Boards of Education) take on added 
significance when we relate them to statistics of the church at 
large. There were 40,515,126 communicants in the various 
churches in 1917. As the entire population of the country was 
over 100,000,000, it follows that while four out of ten in the 
general population were church members, seven out of ten 
students in state institutions are members of the Church and 
eight out of ten in all types of institutions of higher education 
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are church members. Taking the figures for Protestants only, 
while one out of four of the population is enrolled in the 
membership of Protestant churches (25,000,000), practically 
seven out of ten students in state institutions, or three out of 
four in all colleges and universities are members of the 
Protestant churches. In short, either a remarkable proportion 
of educated young people make a definite religious choice, or a 
remarkable proportion of those in religious environment indi- 
cated by church membership, attend college. These facts con- 
stitute an astonishing coincidence between religion and higher 
education. 
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